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| felt I should have known these ships well enough to locate the call sign for each. As camllfaikzbto
locate a portion of this information. Years ago the VCS station was one of the few organizations in the
country to receive a list of the radio call signs and equipment fitted in Canadian ships. Due to budget
restrictions this publication wasrminated. Every vessel of every description should have been listed
correctly in the International Telecommunication Union Publications. There were so few, including our
yachts, fishing vessels, warships, any vessel registered in Canada that anyamshmarkl have been

able to easily keep this information up to date if they stayed awake at leasftthalfvorking day. The

lists of many of the Canadian ships in the International Telecommunication Union Publications were
incorrect, such as the fishepgatrol vessels were listed as cargo vessels and so on. Our warships were not

|l isted for security reasons. One can easily get their
entering and leaving port and for this reason it makes this excusddiduitous. The Canadian warships
were | isted in the I nternational Tel ecommunication Ur

signs should have been listed randomly from our international blocks of call signs. Our warships, coast
guard shipsand so on that have been issued special prefixes over the years stand out like a sore thumb. If
they had been mixed up with all the other ships no one would have paid any attention to them.

To give an example of what it was like for foreign stationsotmmunicate with the Canadian fleet we had

no better example than the evening of Janualy 2880. For some reason the M.V. ALGOSEA with call

sign VODB wanted to communicate with the United States Coast Guard and called same on 2182 kilohertz.
2182 kilohetz was radiotelephone only. The U. S. Coast Guard kept answering each call but to our
knowledge communications was never established. An hour or so later Chatham Radio WCC called
ALGOSEA (on 500 kHz radiotelegraph) but she did not carry a radio opecatar gontact was made, and
another telegram had to be paid for and go undelivered.




Wayne Farrar, George S. Butts Photographs Limited

MV ALGOSEA.
The flagsflying mean nothing othehan those on board knew a photograph of her was to be tatehey
simply flew theflags to add some colour.

Another good example of the confusion that took place then was with the Captain of the BAIE COMEAU 2
with call sign VCBD. He was phoning the @alian National Telegraph Office direct with any messages.

On top of the regular message charges there were the marine telephone duplex charges. A bit ridiculous to
say the least! Whatever prompted this practice must have been something stupid oingblgasta lot of
ignorance to say the least.

Call signs have always been a point of interest to me. As you can see from the above list of ships, there was
no rhyme or reason behind the practice of issuing these important characters of our day toTdey job.
assignment of call signs to the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation transmitters from the international block
of call signs assigned to Chile, and the assignment of call signs to the Canadian National Railroad
transmitters assigned to Morocco made alisty no sense and actually defeated the purpose of these call
signs.

The Canadian Coast Guard made it mandatory for all ships offsigtfeet or longer to advise the past

history of the vessel and any move they so much as contemplated while inaDamatéirs. This would

have made for an excellent point to use as the division for all Canadian vessels between the four letter call
sign and the other thing, two or three letters and four digits. As near as | can determine the six character call
sign cameabout in this country in order to copy the call signs of the United States. At least that is as close
as | can come to an explanation for the first of these. At the time we had plenty four letter combinations so
there seems to be no other reason. Rigbt &ftorld War Il the United States went to this system because

of the number of call signs it needed for the many small pleasure craft being fitted with radiotelephone.
Canada followed suit with a call sign consisting of a CY prefix followetbhy digits.Since, this hatbeen

broken down as follows: CG and four digit&Sovernment vessels, CZ or VG and four digit&/est Coast,

VA and four digitsi Great Lakes, and VC or VY and four digit&€ast Coast. This would be quite

adequate providing they had besssigned permanently (they were not), providing they had not been
assigned to radiotelegraph stations (they had been), and providing they had been properly entered in the
International Telecommunication Union Publications.

Shortly after this system of twetter prefixes the Department of Communications came out with another

call sign, the one with a thrdetter prefix and four digits. The first two letters of the thietter prefix

were taken from Canadads i nt eallsigndwere asaigneddromi ot ment of
Regional Offices. If a licence was allowed to lapse for a period a vessel was often assigned a new call sign



when its licence was renewed. The samdieghpo a vessel that was licatsin one area and then renewed
its licencein another area. Rather confusing for those who had to use them. There were many just plain
errors. Several vessels were assigned a Land Station Licence with three letters followed by three digits.
Sable Island was assigned three letters and three digits amateur radio station licence when VE1IMTA
had already been assigned for that purpose. This would not haweeatif there had been a licexs

amateur operator in charge. The problem was that this confusion was not contained within our national
bordes, but was broadcast around the world for all to hear.

One could go on forever describing these call sign allotments and the advantages of radiotelegraph over
radiotelephone. It is all a waste of time now because it has been replaced. The clichéhip afed

English as the international language of the sea could be accurate, but much of the English we heard
sounded nothing like English to us. Many a duplex radiotelephone call was made whereby the operator,
after many attempts, managed to deciphemthone number only, and the ships call sign. Fortunately the
ship was listed in the International Telecommunication Union Publications and the guesstimate on the
phone number proved accurate.

One evening | witnessed an incident. Our Chief Engineer asked Capt ai ncanyduHadkw i n hel |
over t hmeanirtgkthe singl® sideand in the chart room. The Captain answered to the effect that he

sat in front of it and closed his eyes very tight, concentrated real hard, and managed to get the madst of w

was being said. Is that communications? It was unreal, when all the Captains had to do was write on a piece

of paper, hand it to their radio officer and wait for a reply. It was amazing that they would put up with it for

hours on end to get a brief qi®n answered that a radio officer could get in seconds.

2 T
Linda Mason

This is theMV GERMA LIONEL leaving Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, for Belfast, Northern Ireland, with a
lumber cargo December 1979. The village of Dayspring is in the background. pHesta pronounced

list because it needs some water ballast for trim. Captain Jan Larsen did not want to use the silted water of
the LaHave River and waited until he reached the clean water of the Atlantic. This was GERMA

LI ONELO6s mai den hshipg thay @ame far weod prpodetmia dne form or another have
disgopeared. They all carrieelRadio Officer.
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Linda Mason
This isRadio Officer Alf Ditleff operating the radio station in MV GERMA LIONEL that had international
call sign LHXK.

SITOR

They claim one piece of equipment performed better over the radio spectrum than radiotelegraph. This
equipment was known as Simplex Telex over Radio and abbreviated SITOR. It was a form of radio
Teletype or telex and outshone an operator for two reasonsit@meild operate on signals so poor the
average operator could hear nothing. The other was the simple fact that when it was in the Automatic
Request for Repetition mode, ARQ, before the receiver printed anything, it confirmed that it was received
correcty from the transmitter. There were several forms of this unit created around the same time, but it
had to be accepted on an international basis. After all forms had been assessed it was decided to accept the
design of the Dutch Philips Company. It wasaamazing piece of communications equipment, but to be
honest the only thing | can think of that could make good use of it would be the old passenger liners, that
have long since joined the Dodo birds and many other articles. It was something of thishadtMigrconi

was hoping to put into service when he first fitted ships with wireless. SITOR was faster than
radiotelegraph and therefore capable of handling much more traffic. It still required an operator that knew
how to tune it to the proper frequencig@serefore, why any ship owner would go to the expense of
installing it was a bit of a mystery.

The VCS station was fitted with one of these SITOR units and the first contact was with the tanker M.V.
CLYTONEUS at 1400 GMT, Octobef"'61978. At the timeshe was estimating Holyrood, Newfoundland,

by 0500 GMT, on October 11.coming in from Puerto La Cruz, Venezuela. When this VCS SITOR was
placed in service it did little to justify the electric power it consumed. Some of this lack of use was the VCS
statons fault. It was not hooked into the regular telex system so that the ship could call directly into any
office telex machine ashore and be billed for the time it was connected to any landline telex machine. The
VCS station charged for any service via SR By the word as though the ship had used radiotelegraph.




John Rae VE1AGN and Paul Britton
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John Rae VE1AGN and Paul Britton -

This is he SITOR operating position at VCS on May'12980. The cage over the standard telex machine
was to reduce the ree from this machine. The main unit is the Marconi Spector via a Swee@ ITT
Mackay Receiver. The push buttons above the Spector unit select the various transmitting frequencies.



John Rae VE1AGN and Paul Britton
This is he Aircom five kilowatt SIT@® transmitter at the VCS transmitter building, Pennant, Nova Scotia
onMay 19", 1980.




Skyfotos Limited, Kent, with compliments Ocean Transport and Trading Limited
MV CLYTONEUS

Electrical Officer Terry Trueman MV Clytoneus




Electrical Officer Terry Trueman MV Clytoneus
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Electrical Officer Terry Trueman MV Clytoneus




Electrical Officer Terry Trueman MV Clytoneus

Electrical Officer Terry Trueman MV Clytoneus
This is he Radio Rom in CLYTONEUS with call sign GUWG showing the firstip station to contact
Halifax Coast Guard RadMCS viaSITOR.




The VCS station did broadcasts via SITOR and the weather was broken up in various parts rather than the
two complete forecasts. Learnititat anyone copied these first broadcasts was a shock because the basic
behavior of the beast produced this problem or characteristic. Any operator at sea did not leave it tuned to
the VCS station frequencies. For example, Les Sells, the operator ihYT€@OBIEUS left his SITOR

tuned to Bermuda Radio VRT where he received the majority of his operational traffic. When this SITOR
was first put on the air in what was known as the FEC mode, it was transmitting in an advanced form of
radio Teletype. When it wassed with the ARQ mode with the self call numbers assigned to each unit, it
performed in a more or less confidential condition. At least the amount of secrecy that mode provided
should have been ample for any commercial communications. While in the AR@th®receiving unit
confirmed each character with the transmitting unit to assure accuracy. This was known as-the hand
shaking method.

The third mode available was a combination of the other two. This mode, the SEL FEC mode used the self
call numbers biuthe messages were sent in the same way as the FEC mode. The difference was that the
receiving unit with the seifall numbers placed on the transmitting SITOR was the only unit that would
receive any messages transmitted.

In other words, the receiving BOR used its transmitter in only the ARQ mode. The receiving SITOR
alarms were activated in the ARQ and SEL FEC modes only (the two modes that required the self call
numbers). These alarms alerted the operator at the receiving SITOR of incoming traffic.

The first VCS station SITOR boiled down to the lack of a fleet of Canadian ships fitted with these SITOR
stations. We could have made use of this unit transmitting the lengthy competition messages to the Coast
Guard ships, but by the time the various buceatic departments produced these units aboard these ships

and had them working properly it would have taken many years. Transmitting these lengthy messages
would have left the other radiotelegraph circuits available to the merchant ships, those tipatywneréor

the service. Those government messages were free from charges and that was a poor way to look at any of
the service at the VCS station. I f that had become 1t}
have been a different stationtieely. Canadian National planned to fit all their ferries with these SITOR

units and some of them actually did call the VCS station with these units. It was one frustrating piece of
equipment at first because the majority of those who tried to use igedi@activate the VCS station

SITOR alarm only. A few of the Coast Guard ships were fitted but before it amounted to anything the

Coast Guard ships were fitted with SATCONMatellite communications.

Apparently others felt the same towards SITOR ad .| The Federal Communications Commission in the
United States issued licences to six amateur radio operators with the idea that they would be able to
improve this system so that it would be more practical. The basic system did show a lot of potential and
should have been an excellent means of passing large quantities of messages over the radio spectrumin a
more reliable fashion. It would be hard to believe that the average merchant ship would have any use for
such equipment and once again amateur radidchstgp in and make the improvements for the

commercial radio world. The amateur system was known as AMTOR for Amateur Telex over Radio.

It is interesting to note that one Greek ship arrived in Halifax with a huge pile of paper piled up behind his
SITORunit. No one could possibly read all that this entailed because he had simply left his SITOR tuned to
the VCS station SITOR and had copied all that this station had transimittathly weather and NOTSHIP
broadcasts during his voyage or probably over ekw®ne could only wish that they had the contract to
provide this ship with the telex paper it used.

During the winter of 1987988 the VCS station received another majegragle in the form of a more or

less new station. Actually a new section wastlight over the top of the old station and one resident of
Sambro stated that he did not realize the old building was so ugly until they made this modification. When
this new station, one might say, opened in May 1988 the SITOR was connected propasyhdioked

into the landline telex system and any use made of it was charged on a time factor only. It then worked
much better and by this time those at sea were more familiar with their equipment and managed to make
some use of this service.



SATELLITE

The satellite communications for ships deserves a brief mention. The VCS station had nothing whatsoever
to do with this system. We had a few ships call us on our regular telex machines using this equipment when
it first became available. This was the futameans of communicating with most anything that was capable

of traveling great distances. There are several basic facts worthy of note. The first and foremost is that the
ship is not like the aircraft and capable of high altitudes and thereby long déstanttee very high

frequencies. Satellite communications is more or less the reverse of this feature. Hang the radio equipment
at a high altitude and let it relay anything it hears. This of course provides for a very clear or interference
free means of comunicating. It also makes it very convenient for regular telephone conversations, telex,
facsimile, and the multitude of these various electronic gadgets that have been made available over the
years and require much radio spectrum space.

Providing | haventerpreted my research correctly, this system had problems when first placed in service.

The major naval powers became rather frustrated over the use of this communications system because it

was so easy to put the satellite out of commission. Apparern#kds little to knock one of these satellites

out, and if we can believe the information we were permitted on the subject, this is exactly what had been

taking place with a number of these units over the years when first placed in service. For sdrfedttime

that the United States Navy was going to have as little as possible to do with this system. Then an article on

the subject claimed the U. S. Navy was having a change of heart and was going to agree on absorbing much

of the cost for this satellite siem, whereby it would use half the circuits available and leave the other half

for the worldbés merchant fleet. The U. S. Navy pl annce
half of the satellite i n or étditted iy the year £985mwouldsayf t he wor
that they achieved this goal from the decrease in message traffic handled at the VCS station. There were

many Canadian ships fitted with Satellite Navigation equipment at this time but that was a different system

conpletely. The first two Canadian ships fitted with satellite communications were the Canadian Coast

Guard Ship JOHN A. MACDONALD with call sign CGBK, and the CANMAR KIGIORIAK with call

sign VCFN. These two were no different from the foreign ships, suchasBai nés QUEEN ELI ZABET
with the old QUEEN MARYG&és cal l sign GBTT. They compl ¢
using the equipment and therefore ignored it as much as possible. In other words, why should one group of

people, mainly the Arrican taxpayer, be expected tyso much for so little? It waather ridiculous

when ondookedat it realistically.

CANMAR KIGIORIAK on her way north to the Beaufort Sea wanted to know if the weather service would
reimburse the cost of her sendingatkeer observations on this unit, and if not they would transmit them
when in range of a radiotelephone station only. She did not carry a radio officer on this trip although the
company apparently planned to put one on board. The same old excuse we éeardi @ver.




Marine Engineering/Log
This isChief Radio Officer Per A. Mikalsen of the ROYAL VIKING SBAstingthe belowdecks terminal
unit of the cruise vessel 6s nevaroMRAIRIOSAT sat el
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Marine Engineering/Log
The MARISAT Antenna on ROYAL VIKING SEA designed by ScidigiAtlanta Inc. wasoused in a
protective fiberglass cover. The antenna is continuously pointed to the satellite.




Marine Engineering/Log
This is a ataway view of the abovdecks system of Magnavox MX 111 MARISAT communications
terminal. Systenallowedoperation with roll angles of up to 27 degrees and pitch of 10 degrees.
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This is theROYAL VIKING SKY docking at Halifax, Nova Scotia, on May “151980. The three cruise
ships, ROYAL VIKING SEA, ROYAL VIKING SKY and ROYAL VIKING STAR were identical. The
abovedecks unit of the Satéde Communications System fitted in ROYAL VIKING SKY can be seen at
the base of the mast along with her Direction Finder Loop Antenna.

Stan Cairns, the Station Operations Supervisor at VCS at the time, asked me if | knew of any way the
JOHN A. MACDONALD could communicate with the Dartmouth Office other than by the satellite system
while she was in the Beaufort Sea. Apparently he had received this request from somewhere higher up the
bureaucratic ladder. Needless to say this request did not sit too wethei God knows my good friend



Bill Demish worked hard in order to get radiotelegraph installed at Inuvik Radio VFA when we were
stationed there. In other words the question made no sense to me. The same ones that were looking for the
answer were the sansmes who were already paying for an excellent system and not using it. They had two
operators in JOHN A. MACDONALD, telex in Inuvik, and operators there. All they had to do was get on

the ball and get these characters working. Needless to say, | thehwemto und t o t he back door
checked this from that area. There were a number of these CANMAR ships that had been in the Beaufort
Sea for a few years looking for oil. A number of them carried radio officers. These operators told me that
when they first vnt up there they tried to use VFA Inuvik but the station was completely hopeless so they
installed their own station. Some consideration should have been given to sending a few good
radiotelegraph operators to the various northern stations so thatigsseauld have had good

communications.

The landlinetelegraph operator, the aeradio telegraph operator and the marine radiotelegraph operator have
all joined the Dodo birds and many other obsolete objects. Many of them can be heard on the
radiotelegraplportion of the amateur radio bands keeping the dust off their old keys. Many of the landline
operators formed their own clubs and once a year or so hooked up their equipment and did some
reminiscing. A few of these occasionally phoned a former frienth@tine and had a chat via their

sounders over a standard telephone.

The Russians and the Japanese were probably the ones with the best radiotelegraph stations fitted in ships.
The Russians apparently used radiotelegraph to the point their vesselis omathe rivers and lakes

carried operators. These guys were good. When | visited the operators in the VASYA KOROBKO with call
sign USDU | found them making a modification to their Direction Finder. They had received word from
home to make this change athey were down to removing resistors and capacitors, shifting them about to
accomplish this change. VASYA KOROBKO was a small general freighter but she carried two operators.
The Chief had a number of years in the trade including some time in a Russiegaler. His junior had

not been long out of school. They told me they came from the Leningrad area and had to spend five years
in radio school before they were allowed on a ship. As | received my second class certificate from less than
one year in radigchool, there has to be something to be said about who is likely to be the more efficient.
Having contacted the Chief over the air prior to my visit, | well knew that | would need my seat belt

hooked up if | intended to stay with him at the top of histlioni the key. Actually he could have quite

easily buried me in the dust from my own speaker if he had opened up on me. But there were two items |
found more interesting than the others from this visit: Their tools were no better or no worse than ours and
the soft rubber handle grips on his pliers appeared not only the same material as ours, but they were the
same shade of red. The big surprise was when he let me sit in his operating position. Whoever designed that
had done some operating. | never felt matreome in any operating position. Even the transmitter meters
were tilted so that a mere glance would indicate the full details of what was taking place within her innards.

VASYA KOROBKO was fitted with two main transmitters and two main receiverseapplerating

position. There was a choice of an ordinary hand key, two sidewindeferm of semiautomatic key

similar to our bug, or a keyboard kéw typewriter keyboard that sent Morse code. The latter was stowed
away because the operators prefethedsidewinders. In addition to this she was fitted with the standard
equipment: radar, loran, direction finder, and facsimile for copying weather maps transmitted over the
regular radio frequencies. All this equipment was well constructed and lookealigh thhad been built

for an Army tank rather than a ship. It looked reliable and as though it could be easily operated and
maintained.

| had taken some old radio publications and had copied all the latest weather maps on my facsimile with
hope this woud give me access to her radio room. My British Mufax Facsimile had been working at its
best but on seeing the maps this Russian Chief had copied from the same transmissions (CFH), | then
wished | had thrown mine overboard. His were much better. | wasimpstssed by this visiThe ship

was most impressivejean, carpeted throughout, house plants in the various cabins, even a small theatre
with a movie showing Momma with tears in her eyes while her son went off with the Army to mgahine
the hell out bsomeone or something.



The Canadian vessel FERBEC with call sign VCPZ started out in 1966 as the Japanese vessel FUGAKU
MARU with call sign JFFM. Paul du Mesnil spent some time as her radio officer and also on the VCS
station staff. Paul was the last @dian seagoing radio officer as well. He was most impressed with the
Japanese radio station that had been retained in the transfer of FUGAKU MARU to the Canadian flag. The
direction finder of this station was fitted in the chart room as most were. A gkitted next to this

direction finder. This jack permitted the operator to take his telegraph key from the radio room and plug it
in at the direction finder, in order to key his main transmitter and use the direction finder as a receiver. This
arrangemetnwas a big asset in handling the communication involved in a distress situation.
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>RVadio‘Officer Paul du Mesnil
This is he MV FERBEC the largest ship in the Canadian Merchant Fleet 1979.
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Radio Officer Paul du Mesnil

This is he main operating position in MV FERBEC.
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Radio Officer Paul du Mesnil

This is e main transmitter in MV FERBEC.

The station in FERBEC was the older model containing mawsstin the circuits rather than transistors. |
managed to visit the SUN BEGONIA one of the last of the small freighters to load lumber products at
Weymouth North, Nova Scotia. SUN BEGONIA was a small tramp freighter registered in Panama and was
assigned dasign H3IM. Her station was a transistor or sedtdte Japanese station. She had mainly the

bare essentials required by law. Her main radio station contained tape recorders on timers whereby the
operator could copy anything he wanted while off duty.@@mple he could set a tape recorder to copy a
traffic list transmitted just before he was to go back on duty. If there was a message he could get it when he
first went on duty without having to wait for the next traffic list. He could record a weath@ddast made

while off duty. He could also record anything and retain it for future use and that was another big asset in
the operation of an efficient radio station. This station had a most pleasant musical sound while
transmitting. One most pleasing timade transmitting most enjoyable.

This all goes to prove that those nations that fully appreciated radiotelegraph communications went to a lot
of trouble to make the job as convenient as possible for their operators. Many of the stations that | sailed
with often left me feeling they were built as cheaply as possible with no thought given to operation or
maintenance. Many of them appeared to have been thrown into the radio room and bolted down where they
landed.

Not only the Russians and Japanese, anynother nations such as the United States, Australia, France,
Italy, Spain, Germany, and the United Kingdom put a lot of effort into fitting their ships with good
radiotelegraph communications.



CANADIAN COAST STATIONS

The following is a list of the la®f the Canadian Coast Stations. All were identified by the suffix Coast
Guard Radio via radiotelephone. Those with an * were fitted with radiotelegraph when closed and therefore
used the call sign for identification.

VAF  Alert Bay, British Columbia
VAG  Bull Harbour, British Columbia

David Conrad

Bull Harbour Coast Guard Radio VAG 1978



David Conrad

Bull Harbour Coast Guard Radio VAG 1978

David Conrad

Bull Harbour Coast Guard Radio VAG 1978
This is Pam Conrad coming from a visit with her dad Radio Operator Dave Conrad.



VFC  Cambridge Bay, North West Territorigs
VAX  Canso, Nova Scotia VAX Closed at 201100 GMT June 1984
VDQ Cardinal, Ontario

VOK  Cartwright, Labrador *

VCA  Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island
VAP  Churchill, Manitoba *

VOO Comfort Cove, Newfoundland *

VAC  Comox, British Columbia

VFU6 Coppermine, Mrth West Territories
VFU  Coral Harbour, North West Territories *
VFF  Frobisher Bay, North West Territories *
VFZ  Goose Bay, Labrador *

VCN  Grindstone, Quebec *

VCS Halifax, Nova Scotia *

VAL Inoucdjouac, Quebec

VFA  Inuvik, North West Territories *

VAW Killinek, North West Territories *

VCF  Mont Joli, Quebec *

VFN  Montreal, Quebec *

VBF  Port Burwell, Ontario

VAV  Postdela-Baliene, Quebec

VAJ Prince Rupert, British Columbia *

VCC  Quebec, Quebec *

VFR  Resolute, North West Territories *
VCG RiviereauRenard Quebec *

VCD Rivieredu-Loup, Quebec

VAH  Sandspit, British Columbia

VBE Sarnia, Ontario

VBB  Sault SainteMarie, Ontario *

David Conrad

Dave Conrad operatingault Ste Marie Coast Guard Radio VBB 1990



VCK  Sept lles, Quebet

VOJ  Stephenville, Newfoundland *

VCO Sydney, Nova Scotia VCO was the last Canadian station to use radiotelegraph.

VCM  St. Anthony, Newfoundland *

VAR  Saint John, New Brunswick * Radiotelegraph was removed several years before the station closed.

VON & . Johnoés, Newfoundland *

VCP  St. Lawrence, Newfoundland *

VBA  Thunder Bay, Ontario VBA operated radiotelegraph remotely for VAP Churchill, Manitoba, for a
few yearshefore it closed.

VAE  Tofino, British Columbia *

VBG  Toronto, Ontario *

VAI Vancouver, British Columbia *

VBC  Wiarton, Ontario

VAU  Yarmouth, Nova Scotia *

Radio Officer David Vail VE1GM
This is theold VAU Yarmouth radio station operating ptish at Rockville, Nova Scotia

THE CRUISE SHIPS

The following is a Iist of most of the cruasse ships s
terminated. One will note thadbe of these are the last of the old passenger liners. Theariadd radio

officers and callethe VCS station occasionally. This wasginly while carrying Canadian passengers. It

was a shame we did not have a better telegraph service to offer gwmmething like the one available via

Portishead Radio GKA at thime.

The following list includes call sign, name, year built and country of registry. The former call signs, names,
and country of registry appear just below the present name if applicable.

UERU ALEEXANDRE PUSHKIN 1965 Russia



SXXE AMERIKANIS 1952 Greece
Former:

GNCF KENYA CASTLE United Kingdom

IBBO ANGELINA LAURO 1939 ltaly
Former:

PGOF ORANJE Netherlands

GRFP ARCADIA 1954  United Kingdom
SYMB ATLAS 1951 Greece
Former:

PHFR RYNDAM Netherlands

DLCT BOHEME 1968 Germany
LKCL BOLERO 1972 Norway
SZWE BRITANNIS 1932 Greece
Former:

WHEX LURLINE United States

WHEX MATSONIA United States
WHEX MONTEREY  United States

GBVC CANBERRA 1961 United Kingdom
DECC CARIBE 1968 Germany
Former:

SVEA STA

ELUU FREEPORT 1 Liberia

ICCO CARLAC 1952 ltaly
Former:
FNRY FLANDRE France

HOKL CARNIVALE 1956 Panama
Former:

SYYX QUEEN ANNA MARIA Greece

GVCN EMPRESS OF BRITAIN United Kingcbm




Canadian Pacific 18656

Thisisaporti on of the Radi o Room in Canadian Pacificébs
This photograph was taken when this vessel was first launched in 1956.




Canadian Pacific 18678
Thisishe Radi o Room in Canadian Pacificds EMPRESS OF
Note the Lodestone Direction Finder in the Radio Room the proper place for the direction finder.
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World Ship Society

EMPRESS OF BRITAINNn 1956
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Another view of the EMPRESS OF BRITAIN

GUNP CUNARD COUNTESS 1975 United Kingdom

GUNN CUNARD PRINCESS 1974  United Kingdom



The last time | worked this one she had quithiap to her transmitter and this matuker callsign sound
even better.

SYVX DANAE 1955 Greece
Former:

THERISOS EXPRESS

GTFF PORT MELBOURNE  United Kingdom

SYWX DAPHNE 1964 Greece
Former:

AKROTIRI EXPRESS

GSXQ PORT SYDNEY United Kingdom

3FYT EMERALD SEAS 1944 Panama
Former:

ATLANTIS

KNBY PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT United States
LEILANI United States
LAGUARDIA United States

GENERAL W. P. RICHARDSONUNni t ed St ates war bridesd shi

ELMQ FAIRSEA 1956 Liberia
Former:

FAIRLAND

GVDQ CARINTHIA United Kingdom

ELPH FAIRWIND 1957 Liberia
Former:
GVTF SYLVANIA United Kingdom

IBFW FEDERICO C 1958 ltaly

IBWQ FLAVIA 1947  ltaly

Former:

GSWR MEDIA United Kingdom

SXTD GOLDEN ODYSSEY 1974 Greece

GBBM ISLAND PRINCESS 1971  United Kingdom
Former:

GBBM ISLAND VENTURE United Kingdom

IBIH  ITALIA 1967 Italy

SXBB ITHACA 1956 Greece



Former:
CSBG AMELIA DE MELLO Portugal

4XWR ZION Israel

ULSB KAZAKHSTAN 1976 Russia
ICLN LEONARDO DA VINCI 1960 ltaly
UYXD MAKSIM GORKIE 1969 Russia
Former:

DABR HAMBURG Germany

DABR HANSEATIC Germany

WamboldtWaterfield, Halifax Nova Scotia )
This is he Russian Cruise Ship (Love Boat) MAKSIM GORKIE passing Maugher Beach Light Station
inbound to Halifax, Nova Scotia, June"102981.

3EQN MARDI GRAS 1961 Panama
Former:
GHLA EMPRESS OF CANADAUnited Kingdom

FOSX MERMOZ 1957 France
Former:



FOSX

UQTT

SYBO
Former:
SLQT

LAPJ

LITA
Former:
FNRR

HOOE

EWBK
Former:
OUUL

GVSN

3FQB
Former:
WBYN

GBCF
Former:
GBCF

GBTT

HPEY
Former:
SYHI
WTJO
WTJO
WTJO
WTJO

PJSU

LECK

JEAN MERMOZ France

MIKHAIL LERMONTOV 1972 Russia
NAVARINO 1957 Greece
GRIPSHOLM Sweden

NORDIC PRINCE 1970 Norway
NORWAY 1961 Norway
FRANCE France

OCEANIC 1965 Panama
ODESSA 1974 Russia
COPENHAGEN Denmark

ORIANA 1960 United Kingdom
ORIENTAL EMPRESS 1948 Panama

PRESIDENT WILSON United States

PACIFIC PRINCESS 1971 United Kingdom
SEA VENTURE United Kingdom

QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 1969 United Kingdom
REGINA PRIMA 1939 Panama

REGINA Greece

PRESIDENT HOOVER United States

PANAMA United States

JAMES PARKER United States

PANAMA United States

ROTTERDAM 1959 Netherlands Antilles

ROYAL VIKING SEA 1973 Norway



LADE ROYAL VIKING SKY

LILY

LFSA SAGAFJORD

GBBA SEA PRINCESS
Former:
SGON KUNGSHOLM

LKQH SKYWARD

LNVP SONG OF NORWAY

LCKF SOUTHWARD

LCIK STARWARD

PJSF STATENDAM

SPYM STEFAN BATORY
Former:

MASSDAM

SZLX STELLA OCEANIO
Former:

APHRODITE

SYWT STELLA SOLARIS
Former:

STELLAYV
FOEH CAMBODGE

GBFT SUN PRINCESS
Former:
GBFT SPRIT OF LONDON

LIZA  SUN VIKING

LESS SUNWARD II

ROYAL VIKING STAR

Sweden

France

United Kingdom

1972

1972

1965

1966

1969

1969

1971

1968

1957

1952

1965

1953

1972

1971

1971

Norway

Norway

Norway

United Kingdom

Norway

Norway

Norway

Norway

Netherlands Antilles

Poland (VCSworked this one regularly.

Greece

Greece

United Kingdom

Norway

Norway



Former:
GOZC CUNARD ADVENTURER  United Kingdom

5LGK UNIVERSE 1953 Liberia
Former:

5LGK UNIVERSE CAMPUS Liberia

ATLANTIC

BADGER MARINER

3FAQ VERA CRUZ 1957 Panama
Former:

3FAQ FREEPORT Panama

CARNIVALE

4XVF THEODOR HERZL Israel

LFVI  VISTAFJORD 1973 Norway

This was more or less the last of the passenger vessels that used radiotedeghaptime there was a

popular TV program called AThe Love Boatodo that increec

cruise ships. This became a very big business and operated out of Miami, Florida, mainly, especially during
the winter monthsThese newer vessels did not use radiotelegraph. They used satellite communications
with a typist to operate this equipment and telephone operators to operate the radiotelephone traffic via

satellite. The radio officer position was terminatiéds hardfofiol d ti mer sd6 t o believe but

cruise ships did not have a high frequency receiver on board. It was all satellite and VHF.
THE CODES

There were many codes used to transmit the various languages around the world during the period of

radiotelgy r aph. The standard international radio code was
three dots. The space between parts of the same letter was equal to one dot. The space between two letters

was equal to three dots. The space between two wordsguasto seven dots. There were seven

characters that permitted the transmission of various accented letters of the foreign languages such as

French, Spanish, Polish, German, and so on. Those that used the same alphabet as Russia also used this

code and sed at least some of these seven characters.

I do not have a means of printing the wvarious codes
the old landline or American code. The easiest way to distinguish between the two is to loolettprtiaz |

or |l etter Y. I f the C is a dash dot dash dot and t he

in AThe Morse coded was dot dot space dot and Y was

Actually these codes were numerous going back to around T6689.all had some use in some way but
the two that saw use at the VCS station and around North America were the two described above.

THE GLOBAL MARITIME DISTRESS AND SAFETY SYSTEM AND DIGITAL
SELECTIVE CALLING

When the radio officer was removed from 8iep the Master (Captain) and Mates had to perform the
communications duties. These people were given training and were supposed to have this training via a
course of instruction in the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System. This is abbreviate® 85GM
have no interest in what is involved. The equipment involved is apparently capable of Digital Selective

r

C



Calling whereby the operator can select or direct his call to one station, the stations in a certain fleet, or any
and all stations. This systeisiabbreviated to DSC.

| felt the International Telecommunication Union had come out with a statement that on a certain date a
vessel could sail without radiotelegraph providing she was fitted with GMDSS and her officers held
licences to operate this dgment. Apparently this was not the case because | wrote the

Telecommunication Union for this date and statement. Their answer simply stated that if a ship was fitted
with radiotéegraph it must carry a liceed radio officer to operate this equipment, #rat ships started

fitting radiotelephone years ago and no longer carried radiotelegraph. The answer made little sense to me.

The personal computer has taken over in leaps and bounds since the termination of the radio officer. The
system of message haimd) known as email has become very big via this equipment. One can send
messages via this system through satellite to any ship that is equipped. The Canadian Coast Guard and
Canadian Military ship use thisOne can send arreail message to anyone in figeships and when it is
downtloaded these messages go to the individual addressee via their own personal computer giving a form
of secrecy from the remainder of the crew. One does not have to be an officer. The various stokers,
deckhands, and so on, arekimg good use of this type of message handling. A big, big difference from

just a few years ago when nearly everything had to go through the radio room and often had to have the
Captaindéds approval

On January 2%, 2002 | met a girl using the computemténal at the Senior Citizerfs D r -lo Gentré at

the South Centre Mall, Spryfield, Nova Scotia. She uses this terminal and the one at the Spryfield Library
to email her friend, an oiler sailing in a flag of convenience freighter from Virginia to thee&zbtried to
explain to her the way she would have communicated in our time while | was at sea. | am convinced she
did not believe me and found my description completely absurd. | believe it has now reached the point
where no one will understand our akliable communications scheme. But one thing is for certain, the
excitement, the colour, or whatever the terminology, is long gone as well. The days of sweating over a
telegraph key trying to pull some mexgesenapdkthei n or
excitement, the colour, or whatever the terminology.

send

THE INTERNATIONAL CALL SIGNS WHEN RADIOTELEGRAPH WAS

TERMINATED

AAA T ALZ USA
AMA T AOZ Spain
APAT ASZ Pakistan
ATA T AWZ India
AXA T AXZ Australia
AYA T AZZ Argentine Republic
A2AT A2Z Botswana
A3AT A3Z Tonga
A4AT A4Z Oman
AS5A T A5Z Bhutan
ABA T A6Z United Arab Emirates
ATAT A7Z Qatar
ABA T ABZ Liberia
A9A T A9Z Bahrain
BAA T BZZ China
CAAT CEZ Chile
CFAT CKZ CANADA
CLAT CMZz Cuba
CANT CNZ Morocco
COAT1 COz Cuba
CPAT CPZ Bolivia
CQAT CUz Portugal



CVAT CXZ
CYAT CZZ
C2AT C2Z
C3AT C3z
C4AT C4z
C5AT C5Z2
C6AT C6Z
C7AT C7Z2
C8AT C9zZ
DAA T DTZ
DUAT DZz
D2AT D3Z
D4AT D4z
D5AT D5Z
D6AT D6Z
D7AT D9Z
EAAT EHZ
EIAT EJZ
EKAT EKZ
ELAT ELZ
EMAT EOZ
EPAT EQZ
ERAT ERZ
ESAT ESZ
ETAT ETZ
EUAT EWZ
EXAT EZZ
FAAT FzZz
GAAT GZZ
HAA T HAZ
HBAT HBZ
HCA'1 HDZ
HEAT HEZ
HFAT HFZ
HGAT HGZ
HIAT HIZ
HJAT HKZ
HLA T HMZ
HNA T HNZ
HOAT HPZ
HQAT HRZ
HSAT HSZ
HTAT HTZ
HUAT HUZ
HVA T HVZ
HWA'1T HYZ
HZAT HZZ
H2AT H2Z
H3AT H3Z
H4AT H4Z
H5AT H5Z
H6AT H7Z
H8AT H9Z
IAA T 1Z2Z
JAAT JSZ
JTAT JVZ

Uruguay
CANADA
Nauru
Andorra
Cyprus
Gambia
Bahamas
World Meteorological Organization
Mozambique
Germany
Philippines
Angola

Cape Verde
Liberia
Comoros
Korea

Spain

Ireland
Russia
Liberia
Russia

Iran

Russia
Estonia
Ethiopia
Byelorussia
Russia
France
Great Britain United Kingdom
Hungary
Switzerland
Ecuador
Switzerland
Poland
Hungary
Dominican Republic
Colombia
Korea

Iraq

Panama
Honduras
Thailand
Nicaragua

El Salvador
Vatican State
France
Saudi Arabia
Cyprus
Panama
Solomon Islands

Nicaragua
Panama
Italy
Japan
Mongolia



JWAT IXZ
JYAT JYZ
JZAT JZZ
J2AT J2Z
J3Ai J3Z
JAAT )4z
J5AT J5Z
J6AT J6Z
J7AT J7Z
J8Ai J8Z
JOAT J9Z
KAA i KZZ
LAA i LNZ
LOA i LWZ
LXA i LXZ
LYA i LYZ
LZAi LZZ
L2A i LOZ
MAA i MZZ
NAA i NZZ
OAAi OCZ
ODAi ODZ
OEAi OEZ
OFAi 0JZ
OKA i OMZ
ONAi OTZ
OUAT 0zZ
O2A71 09Z
PAAT PIZ
PJAI PJZ
PKA{ POZ
PPAI PYZ
P2Ai P2Z
P3Ai P3Z
P4AT P4Z
P5Ai P9Z
QAA T QZZ
RAA T RZZ
SAAi SMZ
SNAi SRZ
SSAi SSM
SSNi STZ
SUAi SUZ
SVAi Szz
S2Ai S3Z
S4A| S4Z
S5Ai| S5Z
S6Ai S6Z
S7Ai S7Z
S8Ai S8z
S9A| S9Z
TAA T TCZ
TDA| TDZ
TEA| TEZ
TFAi TFZ
TGA| TGZ

Norway

Jordan

Indonesia

Djibouti

Grenada

Greece

GuineaBissau

Saint Lucia

Dominican Republic

Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

USA

Norway

Argentine Republic
Luxembourg
Lithuania

Bulgaria

Argentine Republic
Great Britain United Kingdom
USA

Peru

Lebanon

Austria

Finland
Czechoslovakia
Belgium

Denmark

Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
Indonesia

Brazil

Papua New Guinea
Cyprus

Netherlands Antilles
Korea

Service Abbreviations
Russia

Sweden

Poland

Egypt
Sudan
Egypt
Greece
Bangladesh

Singapore

Seychelles

Transkei

Sao Tome and Principe
Turkey

Guatemala

Costa Rica

Iceland

Guatemala



THAT THZ
TIAT TIZ
TJAT TIZ
TKA i TKZ
TLA T TLZ
TMA i TMZ
TNAT TNZ
TOAT TQZ
TRA TRZ
TSAi TSZ
TTAT TTZ
TUAT TUZ
TVA i TXZ
TYAT TYZ
TZAT TZZ
T2A1 T2Z
T3Ai T3Z
T4AT TAZ
T5A | T52Z
T6AT T6Z
T7AT T7Z
T8A| T8Z
TOA| T9Z
UAA i UQZ
URAT UTZ
UUA§ UZZ
U2AT7 U9Z
VAA i VGZ
VHA i VNZ
VOA i VOZ
VPA VSZ
VTA T VWZ
VXA i VYZ
VZAi VZZ
V2A i V2Z
V3A i V3Z
VAA i VOZ
WAA i WZZ
XAA i XIZ
XJAT XOZ
XPAi XPZ
XQA i XRZ
XTA i XTZ
XUA i XUZ
XVA i XVZ
XWA i XWZ
XXA T XXZ
XYA i XZZ
X2A i X9Z
YAA i YAZ
YBA i YHZ
YIAi YIZ
YIAT YJZ
YKA i YKZ
YLA i YLZ
YMA i YMZ

France
Costa Rica
Cameroon
France

Central African Empire

France
Congo
France

Gabon Repubti

Tunisia
Chad

Ivory Coast
France
Benin

Mali

Tuvalu
Kiribati
Cuba
Somali
Afghanistan

Russia
Ukraine
Russia

CANADA (Canadéa s

Australia

CANADA (Newfoundland s

original

original

Great Britain United Kingdom

India
CANADA
Australia
Antigua
Belize

USA
Mexico
CANADA
Denmark
Chile

Upper Volta

Democratic Kampuchea

Vietham
Laos
Portugal
Burma

Afghanistan
Indonesia
Iraq

New Hebrides

Syria
Latvia
Turkey

bl ock of

bl ock

cal l
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YNA i YNZ
YOA'i YRZ
YSAi YSZ
YTA T YUZ
YVA i YYZ
YZA'i YZZ
Y2A 1 Y9Z
ZAA | ZAZ
ZBA i 2)Z
ZKA i ZMZ
ZNA| Z0Z
ZPAi ZPZ
ZQAi ZQZ
ZRAT ZUZ
ZVA'i 222
Z2A§ 727

Z3Ai 79Z

2AA T 277
3AA | 3AZ
3BAi 3BZ
3CAi 3CZ
3DA| 3DM
3DNi 3DZ
3EA| 3FZ

3GAT| 3GZ
3HAT 3UZ
3VAi 3VZ
3WAT 3WZ
3XA | 3XZ
3YAi 3YZ
3ZAi 322

AAAT 4CZ
4DAT 41Z

4JAT 4LZ

AMAi 4MZ
ANAT 40Z
4PAT 4SZ

ATAT 4TZ

AUAT 4UZ
AVAT 4VZ
AWAT 4WZ
AXAT 4XZ
AYAT 4YZ
4ZA 427

5AA | 5AZ
5BA i 5BZ
5CAi 5GZ
5HAT 51Z

5JAT 5KZ

5LA i 5MZ
5NA i 50Z
5PA} 5QZ
5RA 5SZ
5TAT 5TZ

5UAT 5UZ
5VA i 5VZ

Nicaragua

Romania

El Salvador

Yugoslavia

Venezuela

Yugoslavia

Germany

Albania

Great Britain United Kingdom
New Zealand

Great Britain United Kingdom
Paraguay

Great Britain United Kingdom
South Africa

Brazil

Zimbabwe

Great Britain United Kingdom
Monaco

Mauritius
Equatorial Guinea
Swaziland

Fiji

Panama

Chile

China

Tunisia

Vietham

Guinea

Norway

Poland

Mexico
Philippines
Russia
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

Sri Lanka

Peru

United Nations Organization
Haiti

Yemen

Israel
International Civil Aviation Organization
Israel

Libya

Cyprus

Morocco
Tanzania
Colombia

Liberia

Nigeria

Denmark
Madagascar
Mauritania

Niger

Togo



5WAT 5WzZ

Western Samoa

5XA T 5XZ Uganda
5YAT 5727 Kenya

6AA T 6BZ Egypt

6CAT 6CZ Syria

6DAT 6JZ Mexico
6KA T 6NZ Korea
60AT 607 Somali
6PAT 6SZ Pakistan
6TAT 6UZ Sudan

6VA T 6WZ Senegal
6XA T 6XZ Madagascar
6YAT 6YZ Jamaica
6ZAT 6727 Liberia
TAAT 71Z Indonesia
7JAT 7TNZ Japan
70AT 702 Yemen
7PAT 7TPZ Lesotho
TQAT 7QZ Malawi
7RAT 7TRZ Algeria
7SAT 7SZ Sweda
TTAT 7YZ Algeria
TZAT 7727 Saudi Arabia
8AA T 8IZ Indonesia
8JAT 8NZ Japan
80AT 80z Botswana
8PAT 8PZ Barbados
8QAT 8Qz Maldives
8RAT 8RZ Guyana
8SAT 857 Sweden
8TAT 8YZ India

8ZAT 877 Saudi Arabia
9AA T 9AZ San Marino
9BA T 9DZ Iran

9EAT 9FZ Ethiopia
9GAT 9GZ Ghana
9HAT 9HZ Malta

9IAT 9JZ Zambia
9KAT 9KZ Kuwait
9LAT 9LZ Sierra Leone
9MA T 9MZ Malaysia
9NAT 9NZ Nepal
90A1T 9TZ Zaire

QUAT 9UZ Burundi
VAT 9vZ Singapore
IWAT 9WZ Malaysia
9XA T 9XZ Rwanda
9YA'T 977 Trinidad and Tobago

From the above list of international call signs it can be seen that the following ffeentyvo-letter
prefixes in any call sign would signify a Canadian call sign or station:

CF, CG, CH, CI, CJ, CK, CY, CZ, VA, VB, VC, VD, VEIF, VG, VO, VX, VY, XJ, XK, XL, XM, XN
and XO.



Therefore, going by the call sign system | was taught in radio school, three chdaacdter coast station,
four charactership station, and five charactaiircraft station, would give Canada:

624 theeletter land or coast station call signs

Most of our aeradio stations had a digit after theirafetter call sign, anthe Mounted Police stations had
two digits after their three letter call sign, but these twdoty prefixes were ample for ouadiotelegraph
land or coast station call signs. Since then the number of these stations, thy nzajimtielephone for
businesgrew to the point that some had thietter threedigit call signs. This latter system made available
623,376 call signs.

16,224 fourletter ship station call signs

According to the List of Shipping for Canada 1979 there were 31,068 vessels of all types, sizes, and
descriptions, registered in Canada. This did not include the vessels belonging to the Canadian Armed
Forces. Wk over half of these were not fitted with any type of radio. These figures were increasing
annually since records were kept. Theseetier call signs were allottethany privately owned broadcast
stations in Canada, which cut down the number avaitaldgips. For many years Canada held the block
from 3BA to 3FZ. This meant we had 3,380 additional foharacter assignments and further proof that
there was little reason for the stharactercall sign. The block 3BA 3FZwas returned to the

International Telecommunication Union and was reassigned as can be seen from the above list. This meant
the sixcharacter call sign was feasible providing it was issued permanently, listed accurately in the
International Telecommunication Union publications, andesosalistic figure was used for the division
between the fouletter and sixcharacter call sign. Similar to the siXiye foot length mentioned
previously.

From my research Canada did not issue-ftharacter ship call signs, which are so much easigsdp

from the blocks CFAA to CFZZ, CHAA to CKZZ, VAAA to VBZZ, VEAA to VFZZ, XJAA to XOZZ or

3BAA to 3FZZ that is but one of many mysteries. The only exception was the City Class Patrol Frigates

that entered service i n romrhGHAAL®CGHAand werk Boernychawgedte i ss ued
those as listed here. This must have been a screw up of some description and why those ships assigned a
previous shipds name were not assigned the previous s

Canada issued fodetter broadcast station call signs from these blocks. The majority if not all of the four
letter call signs from CFAA to CFZZ and CHAA to CIZZ are private broadcast stations. A couple of the
Newfoundland broadcast stations had ftaiter call signs withite prefix VO. These were assigned prior to
Newfoundland joining Canada in 1949.

Canada issued fodetter land or ground station call signs with the VF prefix. For example Teslin Aeradio,
Teslin Yukon Territory, had call sign VFT2 when | operated thigostdbetween 1963 and 1966. The

Royal Canadian Air Force constructed and operated these stations along this air route during World War |l
turning them over to the Department of Transport about 1950. While the Air Force operated these stations
they had foudetter call signs with the VF prefix. The station at Teslin had call sign VFFJ during the time
the Air Force operated the station.

Canada issued three and fdetter call signs to the stations belonging to the government owned Canadian

Broadcasting Copr at i on from Chileds CBA to CBZ block of inte
Halifax Radio Station belonging to this corporation had call sign CBH. The television station of this

corporation at Halifax had call sign CBHT. The small stations of thigaration in the isolated areas of the

country had these CB prefixes. The little fowgtt transmitter located in the village of Teslin, Yukon

Territory, had call sign CBDK.

When the Canadian National Railroad operated broadcast stations back inGh& 93 Canada assi gned
signs to these stations wi CNZblackd&bbllgignsef i x from Mor occc



All Canadian Airports were allottefdur-letter identificatiois with the CY prefix that was used mainly as a
message address. When it was usedn address it had two additional letters. These two additional letters
indicated the office or organization at the airport. A simple and fast means of handling messages normally
via high-speed computer operated Teletype equipment. These letters webin osny different ways.

When the C prefix was omitted, using the Y as a prefix followed by the next two letters, these
identifications were found in several places. The general public would find them in large letters on the
baggage labels attached toitrauiitcases for the airport of destination. These three letters were used as the
identification for the weather observations at each airport. This was the first group of the various
observations on the meteorological Teletype traffic. These three legezdransmitted in Morse code as

the identification for various pieces of navigational equipment, mainly the very high frequeney omni
directional range (VOR) located at various airports across the country. The two letter suffix of these three
letter idenifications were transmitted via Morse code for identification from the mairdi@ctional radio
beacon (NDB) at most airports.

For example lés use CYHZAC and break it down. CYHZ was the Halifax International Airport. If it were
CYZW it would indicatethe Teslin Airport at Teslin, Yukon Territory. YHZ was the identification for the
weather observation at the Halifax International Airport, the identification label found on your baggage if
you were flying from Halifax, and was the Morse code identificatieard when tuned to the Halifax
International Airport VOR. HZ was the identification heard in Morse code when tuned to the Halifax
International Airport NDB. AC was the identification for Air Canada. The-etter prefix identifies the
location of thé office, in this case the one at the Halifax International Airport. If this identification or
message address were CYXDPW it would break down to the Pacific Western Airlines office at the
Edmonton Industrial Airport, Edmonton, Alberta. CYZWYF would brdakvn to the Flight Service

Station at the Teslin, Yukon Territqrgirport and this wasetter known to us old timers by the former
terminologyi Aeradio Station. The VFT2 call sign at Teslin was the radiotelegraph or Morse code call sign
for communicatias and the call sign for the radio communication portion of this station. All Canadian
Aeradio Stations had similar call signs. Halifax Aeradio had call sign VHi¢5Halifax International

Airport was renamed the Robert L. Stanfield AirpomtFebruary 92007. The late Mr. Stanfield had been

a long serving Premier of the Province of Nova Scatid a leader of the opposition in the federal
government of Canada



Joan Roscoe
This is S. GVESRMsgperahg TeskioAem@dios/FT2 Teslivukon Territory in 1963.
There was a large scratch down this old photograph but thanks to Sue Maskill, Peterborough, England she
managed to remove it. The units in the rack on the right are VHF receivers. Some were madmhy Ma
and some by Collins. Yes, thia the microphone and yes, this is a Radio Range Station. This Radio Range
Station was installed in 1942 but was the same as the first one that entered service in 1927. A few years
after this photograph was taken in 3die Radio Range was removed and replaced with aDNteational
Radio Beacon with the same ZW identification and on the 289&HzMF frequency.The toggle
switches to the left of the message hanging on the hook are usgediatise various transnetts. The
message hanging on the hook is¢herent weather observations for the stations along the Alaska
Highway. | am probablymaking one of the twice hourly weather broadcasts on the Radio Réotgethe
two RCA ARS8 receivers in the rack above thggie switchesl am listening to théroadcast on the lower
ARB88 receivewnia the headphoneo the left of this out of the photograph were the VHF and UHF



